
Dear Idyllwild Community,

On October 1, we began welcoming students back to campus. New students, returning students, domestic 
students, and international students once again arrived on campus with the same expectation that greets us 
each year. Their excitement was palpable in anticipation of what will happen when like-minded students come 
together to learn, create, and grow.

I heaI heard stories of parents, concerned about safety, driving as much as eight hours to bring their children to 
campus, only to drop them off without helping them settle in their dormitories before immediately beginning 
the long journey back home. 

The pandemic is making us all think about what is convenient, desirable, and truly important. It can’t be easy 
ffor parents to send their children hundreds or thousands of miles away, particularly in the midst of this global 
pandemic. But our students bounded onto campus eager to meet their roommates, play their instruments in the 
Troys, and see their favorite teachers. Admittedly, many people were anxious about the students returning. But 
seeing their faces, even through masks and at a distance, seemed to put people at ease. 

Of couOf course, life on campus is very different from the way it has been in past years. All meals are served “to go,” 
almost all classes have remained online for now, and 200 Adirondack chairs have been placed throughout 
campus to encourage students to study outside and enjoy Idyllwild’s idyllic fall season. Clubs have resumed, 
and although they are still meeting virtually, students have returned to social spaces to discuss everything 
from environmental sustainability to movies to Black Lives Matter, Asian cultures, and Indigenous Peoples’ Day.

WWe are on our third round of testing all students and employees for the coronavirus. To date, we have had only 
one positive test. However, we will continue to test regularly throughout the month of October to ensure that we 
are creating the safest possible environment for our students and faculty. 

Idyllwild Arts students aIdyllwild Arts students are doing what they do best. They are passionate, creative, caring, and curious. We hope 
that you will stay connected with Idyllwild Arts and see the many performances and exhibits that are in the 
works. Currently, Vantage Point, a group photography show curated by Shaunna Lehr, is available in our virtual 
gallery through November 1. To stay apprised of the latest performances, exhibits, and guest artists, please visit 
idyllwildarts.org/eventscalendar.

WWe are very fortunate to have a premier boarding arts high school located in our midst. Although we cannot yet 
gather in person, I hope you will continue to support our talented students who, each year, call Idyllwild home.

Warm regards,

Pamela Jordan
President, Idyllwild Arts Foundation


