
Dear Idyllwild Community,
 
Idyllwild Arts Academy is off to a great start as students began classes on August 31. In this virtual 
environment, we met students in 33 countries and are holding classes throughout the day to accommodate 
many different time zones; we have “flipped the classroom,” which allows students to learn at their own pace 
and maximize one-on-one interactions with teachers and peers; and we held our annual Back-to-School 
ShShowcase, this time featuring students as well as faculty and staff. With classes underway, we now turn our 
attention to bringing students back to campus, their home away from home.
 
As I write this letter, Riverside County is in a purple tier, indicating that the virus is widespread. However, 
with cases declining and Idyllwildwith cases declining and Idyllwild’s unique location in a secluded, mountain community, Riverside County Health 
Department has granted permission for students to return to campus on October 1. Based on Health Department 
Guidelines, we will test students before as well as frequently after they’ve arrived on campus, assign cohorts, 
and determine that all students are virus-free before beginning modified, in-person classes. Riverside County 
must also move from a purple tier to a red tier before Idyllwild Arts Academy can resume modified, in-person 
instruction.

Our Our extensive reopening plan includes frequent testing, extensive and ongoing cleaning, reconfigured spaces 
such as the dining hall, classrooms, and the bookstore, increased technology throughout the campus, and much, 
much more. While on campus, everyone is expected to adhere strictly to CDC guidelines that include wearing 
masks and social distancing. There will be no public performances during the semester and students will be pro-
hibited from going into town, both during the week and on weekends. Visitors to campus will be highly restricted. 
If you would like to learn more about our reopening plan, please visit our website at www.idyllwildarts.org. Our 
highest priority is to highest priority is to keep our community healthy and safe throughout this pandemic.
 
We remain hopeful that in-person instruction can begin soon after boarding students return to campus. While 
student performances and exhibits cannot be held publicly, we expect to have a number of presentations online. 
We hope you will join us.
 
We are grateful to all of our parents and students who come from near and far to attend Idyllwild Arts Academy. 
We remain committed to our dedicated, passionate, and talented young artists for another successful school 
year. 

Warmly,

Pamela Jordan
President, Idyllwild Arts Foundation


