
Greetings Idyllwild Community,

I am tremendously excited to share with you the appointment of Marianne Kent-Stoll to the position of Head of School 
at Idyllwild Arts, effective immediately. I will remain in the role of President.

When I came to Idyllwild Arts Academy in 2014, it was the intention of the Board of Trustees to have a President as well 
as a Head of School. In 2016, it was necessary to combine the role of President and Head of School in order to achieve 
greater continuity across the entire Idyllwild Arts Foundation, as well as the Academy. 

Idyllwild Arts is nIdyllwild Arts is now embarking on the school’s next strategic plan, which will shape the future of Idyllwild Arts for the 
next five years and beyond. An anonymous donor has generously agreed to support our efforts. We are pleased to begin 
work with Michael Kaiser, former President of the Kennedy Center, to create strategic planning goals and a Board 
Development Plan. In addition, the school will conduct an Environmental/Sustainability Audit, a Campaign Feasibility 
Study, and a Marketing Implementation Plan. To support my work with the Board of Trustees and to position the school 
to advance our mission, vision, and goals, it is with great honor that I make this appointment. 

Marianne started at Idyllwild Arts in 2012 as Dean of Marianne started at Idyllwild Arts in 2012 as Dean of Academics. In 2016, she was appointed Assistant Head of School. In 
2019, she became a member of the senior leadership team of Idyllwild Arts Foundation and was appointed Vice President, 
Educational Programs. In this role, Marianne worked closely with teachers to support enhanced curricular offerings. She 
strengthened relationships among Academy leadership and removed divisions between academic and arts departments, 
and supported our teachers' exploration of new methodologies, enhanced technologies in the classroom, and 
collaborative work within and across departments. 

In addition to In addition to working tirelessly for our school community, she has created partnerships with other communities, such 
as the relationship she initiated with Red Cloud Indian School on Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, in South Dakota. This 
partnership has led to Lakota artists giving master classes at Idyllwild Arts and Lakota student interest and enrollment 
in our Academy and Summer Program.

Marianne brings moMarianne brings more than 35 years of experience in education to this position. In the last 18 years of her career she has 
served in leadership roles. Marianne and her husband, Don Stoll, are deeply committed to Tanzania, East Africa, where 
they founded the nonprofit organization, Karimu International Help Foundation. 

Please join me in congratulating Marianne Kent-Stoll. We are fortunate to have her as the educational leader of 
Idyllwild Arts Academy. 

Warmly,

Pamela Jordan
President


