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Materials to Bring: 
 
Portable plein air easel - One's I recommend - Prolific - I use the Daytripper version. 
Palette box mounts on tripod legs. Great for standing and painting like you do in your 
studio. Can accommodate large panels and canvases. Strada or Open M-Box - Popular 
"briefcase" style palette boxes that mount on top of the tripod head that puts painting 
and palette kind of close together. Both brands are well-made. French Easel - Avoid. 
Heavy and not always made well. There are many others or make your own. I’ve made 
several. To make sure everything works practice setting it up and using it before hitting 
the road. 
 
Paints - I'll be using artist grade oil paints. You'll get better results if you use artist 
quality paints, not student grade. Utrecht, Lukas 1862 and Gamblin are good brands for 
the money. I like the feel of these too. Try different paints until you find what you like. 
There are pricier paints, but I'm not convinced you get that much more out of them for 
the extra money. I mostly use the Utrecht and Lukas 1862 artist oil colors, all large 
tubes - heavier to carry along, but I go through a lot of paint. 
Titanium White  
Cadmium Yellow Light , Cadmium Yellow Lemon 
Cadmium Red Light, Alizarin Crimson  
Ultramarine Blue, Cerulean Blue and/or Cobalt Blue 
Burnt sienna or equivalent transparent earth 
Sometimes I'll use Quinacridone rose, violet, pthalo blue & pthalo green to mix things up 
or if the situation requires greater variety. This split primary palette has a warm and cool 
of each primary color and is my usual palette, but feel free to bring whatever you're 
most comfortable with using. Any selection of colors will be a compromise; however a 
basic palette should have a minimum of 3 to 6 colors that can create a range of mixed 
hues and dark values all the way down to a near black (I don't use black, but you can if 
you want!).  
 
Brushes & knives - Good quality bristle flats and/or filberts #4, #6, #8, #10, small to 
med. I mainly use Utrecht Rhenish or Robert Simmons Signet flat bristle brushes, but 
have and use others. Recently trying out some synthetic Princeton 6300 flat longs. They 
give a nice crisp edge or bold mark when needed. Assorted palette knives or other paint 
movers. I carry a medium knife and a few Catalyst rubber paint tools by Princeton. One 
of those retractable razor blade holder thingies is handy for scraping paint off your 
palette. 
 
Odorless paint thinner (OMS) such as Gamsol, Turpenoid, Sunnyside. I use Sunnyside. 
It's inexpensive and works well. Cheaper at True Value, etc. Put OMS in leak proof 
container with brush agitator screen at the bottom. I use an 8 oz poly-carbonate jar with 
homemade screen in it and a wire bail to hang it. Inexpensive and there's no gasket in it 



to fail like some pricey art store ones. I also carry a small jar of extra OMS in case I spill 
my main jar. This can really save the day if you've hike far from your car! I'll have a new 
can of Sunnyside you’re free to use and a way to dispose of any used thinners safely. 
 
Paper towels and trash bag to put used towels in. I carry a backpack nylon stuff sack 
hooked to my easel. Reusable and not as noisy as plastic grocery bags that are noisy 
and prone to blowing away. A reusable nylon or fabric grocery bag also works well. 
Avoid bright colors, pick one with a mellow, dark color. Hold them on with a simple 
clamp or hook to your easel.  
 
Panels (with or without canvas) - Bring smaller panels for quick field studies and a few 
larger sizes. An assortment of sizes might include 6x8, 8x10, 9x12, 10x12; squares are 
fine, too - 8x8, 10x10, 12x12. I wouldn't suggest bringing any larger than these. My go 
to panel right now is an oil primed linen by Centurion. Join the ASW (art supply 
wholesale www.aswexpress.com ) club and get them at a killer price! Good prices on 
the Lukas 1862 brand paint, too. You'll need to join their wholesale club to get the best 
prices. Good deals if you like what they sell. 
Consider panoramas and squares. Cut to size from larger panels if needed -  
1:1s - 8x8, 10x10 or 12x12 
1:2s - 5x10, 6x12 or 10x20 
or more extreme 1:3 - 4x12, 5x15 or 6x18 
It's fun to explore a variety of ratios. I'll be demonstrating a few. 
Arrange ways to safely transport wet panels. Wet panel carriers (like Raymar panel 
carriers) or carrying frames (Prolific Painter makes good ones) work well. Avoid using 
stretched canvas - bulky and hard to manage while on the road. 
 

Sketchbook or pad (6x8 or 8x10), soft graphite pencil (9B, 8B, or 6B) and/or a big 
sharpie pen. Viewfinder if you have one. Small mirror to view painting in reverse. 
 
Misc. - Sun screen, wide brimmed hat, insect repellent, camera to get reference photos, 
umbrella (can help to keep you cooler and keep the sun off your easel, but not entirely 
necessary). Wear clothes you will not be worried about getting paint on. This one’s 
important - dark colored shirts, raincoat, etc. (blue, gray, black) are best so they don't 
reflect light onto your panel.  
 
A backpack to carry it all! Organize items so they can fit into a single pack. You can 
attach your easel to this or carry it separately. Any hiking we do for the class will be 
short; however, it's best to be able to get to your painting location in a single trip from 
your car. 
 
Note: There are some limited basic materials available in the campus Book Store. 

Contact (951) 659-2171 ext. 2218 for further information. 

Bill Cramer:  www.billcramerstudio.com www.instagram.com/billcramerart 

www.facebook.com/billcramerfineart 
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