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at Summer Camp
World ofArts

Discovering the 

B Y  L I N D A  L A N G
P H O T O S  C O U R T E S Y  O F  I D Y L L W I L D  A R T S

The Amphitheatre makes a
lot of people jump for joy,
but not usually this high.



W
The Campus

Idyllwild Arts is within a two-hour drive of Los Angeles, Orange
County, San Diego, and three regional airports. The sprawling
WiFi-enabled campus offers private sound-proofed rehearsal stu-
dios, a sound stage, professional film editing bay, ceramics kiln
studio, student exhibition halls, dance studio, performance the-
atres, recital halls, and outdoor amphitheatre. Dorms with en
suite baths, dining hall, health center, student store, and twenty-
five-meter swimming pool connected with scenic walking trails
and roads interspersed among the towering pines and cedars
complete this idyllic setting. A healthy walk gets you to the small
town of Idyllwild’s charming shops and abundant dining choices.

2019 Summer Program
Today, more than 300 masterful artists gather in Idyllwild during
the summer to form a community like no other and create a 
magical experience for anyone who loves the arts. The campus wel-
comes more than 1,500 children, youth, adults, and families for
summer classes ranging from one to several weeks long. There is
something for everyone ages 5 to 105. Among the dozens of 
workshops are creative writing, poetry, fiction, fashion design, 
ballet, modern dance, music, theatre, visual arts, and film & 
digital media.

Meredith Willson, Pete Seeger, Ansel Adams, Mark Bradford,
Janet Fitch, Bella Lewitsky, Merce Cunningham, and Lucille
Clifton have taught during the Summer Program's 68-year history.
Their example still inspires the artists who visit Idyllwild from
around the world each summer to share their love and knowledge
of what they do. The summer camp program, which started it all,
has a long history of celebrity talent – as both faculty and students.
Eric Stoltz, Paula Abdul, and Lenny Kravitz were once campers.
And Louis Gossett, Jr., Pierce Brosnan, Warren Beatty and
Annette Bening, and Steven Spielberg and Kate Capshaw’s kids
found escape from the city - and immersion in art and nature at
Idyllwild Arts. H

The historic Idyllwild Arts Foundation
Theatre in 1955. 

Fashion Design is another major program
for which Idyllwild Arts is well known

William M. Lowman Concert Hall is a
campus signature landmark.  

The Academy's full orchestra rehearses in
William M. Lowman Concert Hall.  

Spacious, beautifully-furnished common rooms in the dorms encourage
students from around the world to get to spend time together.

COVER FEATURE

SOCALLIFEMAG.COM

35

S

Q1
C L

COVER FEATURE

SOCALLIFEMAG.COM

34

S

Q1
C L

What are your kids doing this summer? Some head for the
beach, the nearest pool, stay cool in the malls and movies and
just hang, while others go on family trips, visit relatives, or get
summer jobs. For some, summer camp is often on the annual
agenda, allowing young people to test their wings and experi-
ence the world away from home and parental eyes. 

Perhaps your child has an interest in acting, film produc-
tion, music, dance, painting, sculpting, fashion design, or
another artistic field. What if they could spend the summer in
a fresh-air mountain setting far removed from jammed free-
ways, crowded malls, video games, social media, cell phones,
and other tech toys that fill so much of their daily lives? How
about a totally immersive escape into a creative world where
people of all backgrounds from all around the globe gather to
discover more about themselves, develop their talents, and
learn from one another as they experience the universal lan-
guage of the arts?

How It Began…
Such a place can be found in the tranquil village of Idyllwild at
an elevation of 5,200 feet amid the centuries old pristine pines
of SoCal’s San Jacinto Mountains. Founders Dr. Max and Mrs.

Beatrice Krone and their prominent group of advisors includ-
ing USC professors Dr. Robert Kingsley and William
Hartshorn and Alfred Wallenstein, the internationally-
renowned conductor of the Los Angeles Philharmonic and other
celebrated orchestras, shared the belief that the universal 
language of the arts could help heal the painful divides and
reunite the people of a world just devastated by WWII. 

The Idyllwild School of Music and the Arts (ISOMATA), as
it was originally known, bought 300 forested acres on which its
first arts summer workshop started on June 25, 1950. That first
ISOMATA ran six weeks and was attended by 40 adult students. 

ISOMATA's relationship with USC continued until
1983 when the organization became a totally independent
non-profit arts institution. A few years later, Idyllwild Arts
Academy, a boarding high school for the arts from August
through May, was established. Today, it is one of only three
residential arts high schools in the United States and the only
one west of the Mississippi.  

That first year began with 72 students. As its international
prominence grew, so did the number and diversity of its 
students. Now an internationally-acclaimed arts school with a
comprehensive college prep curriculum, the Academy enrolls
some 320 full-time students annually from around 35 countries. 



Songwriting is a
recent addition to
the many adult 
visual arts, creative
writing and Native
American workshops
Idyllwild Arts is
known for.

The Children's Center for ages 5-8 features day classes
blending instruction and guidance with the enlightening 
discovery of creativity, self-expression, and performance under
the guidance of professional artist-educators.  

Residential Junior Artists workshops for middle schoolers
offers life-changing experiences for those eager to unleash their
creative spirits. Junior artists learn, explore, and develop individ-
uality with guidance of professional artist-instructors channeling
their intensive hands-on experiences. 

For teens ages 13-18, the residential program features high
school intensives and workshops providing hands-on experiences.
Each student selects a creative interest and becomes immersed 
in that subject, while also learning to effectively channel the 
creative spirit and building both skill and confidence for contin-
uing studies.  

The Adult Arts Center offers intensive week-long classes
with personal attention to the individual artistic needs of each
student, regardless of level of ability. Subjects include painting
and drawing; dance, music and songwriting; printmaking and
photography; writing, poetry and Writers Week; sculpture and
glassblowing; weaving, textiles and shoe making; jewelry and 
metals week; and cuisine and culture.  

The Summer Program also honors the Indigenous people who
have lived for many centuries in the San Jacinto Mountains.
Workshops in numerous traditional and contemporary Native
American art forms — even the medicinal and culinary arts —
offer an unparalleled immersion in Native American culture. Such
renowned Native American artists as Maria Martinez, Michael
Kabotie, Barbara Ornelas, James Luna, and Freddie Bitsoie have
taught here. There is an annual summer exhibit of Native

American art in the campus gallery, and a year-round collection of
historical photos and archives in the Krone Museum.

Family Week June 15 – 21 is a popular summer camp for all
ages that sells out quickly. Here, you tailor your program to suit
your family's interests to keep them engaged and energized.
Choose from a variety of arts classes to take individually or as a
family. In the evening, enjoy live performances, concerts, lectures,
and games. Meals and accommodations are included. 

The Learning Experience
In many schools, the teacher lectures while students sit, listen, and
take notes. There is also learning where minds of all ages grow not
only from hands-on exposure to exciting new concepts, but from
the free exchange of ideas between student and mentor, sharing
experiences and building relationships.  

The story of Idyllwild Arts’ success can be told through the
contributions of thousands of talented artists, both faculty and
alums. Academy graduates include American Idol finalist 
Casey Abrams, contemporary visual artists Shepard Fairey and
Nate Lowman, Tokyo Ballet dancer Braulio Alvarez de la Parra,
Paris fashion designer Quoi Alexander, actor/author Mara
Wilson, Ember CEO/inventor Clay Alexander, MacArthur
Fellow/Harvard Faculty member Claire Chase, actress Marin
Ireland, jazz guitarist Graham Dechter, Liang Wang, principal
oboist for the New York Philharmonic, and many others.

For more about the Idyllwild Arts Summer Program and
Idyllwild Arts Academy, see Idyllwildarts.org or phone the
Summer Registrar Office (951.468.7265) or the Admission
Office (951.468.7223).  ❖

Junior Artists perform Shakespeare's World in the
campus' Hummingbird Hollow outdoor theatre.

Students get ready
for a shoot in the
Bruce Ryan Sound
Stage.

Classical Piano has
always been a
strength of Idyllwild
Arts Academy.

Idyllwild Arts
Summer
Theatre stu-
dents perform
The Lion King.

Students often find ideal outdoor
settings for performances. 
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The Arts Summer Program's youngest multi-artists
dress for their theatre performance.


