
Book	  Buffet	  for	  12th	  Graders,	  Class	  of	  2018:	  
	  
Barbarian Days: A Surfing Life, William Finnegan 
Glass	  Castles,	  Jeanette	  Walls	  
Hillbilly	  Elegy,	  J.D.	  Vance	  
In	  Cold	  Blood,	  Truman	  Capote	  
Bird	  By	  Bird,	  Annie	  Lamott	  
The	  Song	  of	  the	  Lark,	  Willa	  Cather	  
Ceremony,	  Leslie	  Marmon	  Silko	  
The	  Trial	  and	  Death	  of	  Socrates,	  Plato	  
The	  Awakening,	  Kate	  Chopin	  
Song	  of	  Solomon,	  Toni	  Morrison	  	  	  
Drown,	  Junot	  Diaz	  
Down	  and	  Out	  in	  Paris	  and	  London,	  George	  Orwell	  
Where	  You	  Go	  Is	  Not	  Who	  You	  Will	  Be,	  Frank	  Bruni	  
Slouching	  Towards	  Bethlehem,	  Joan	  Didion	  
In	  Defense	  of	  Liberal	  Education,	  Fareed	  Zakaria	  
Under	  the	  Banner	  of	  Heaven,	  John	  Krakauer	  
Changing My Mind, Zadie Smith 
Another Country, James Baldwin 
Ghettoside, Jill Levoy 
The Namesake, Jhumpha Lahiri 
Brown Girl Dreaming, Jacqueline Woodson  
Something to Declare, Julia Alvarez 
Barbarian Days: A Surfing Life, William Finnegan 
The Unwinding: An Inner History of the New America, George Packer 
	  
Choose one book from this list to read. If you are in one honors course, you will read two books, one 
from this list and one for your honors class. If you are in two honors courses, you do not have to read a 
book from this list. You must read the books assigned by your honors teachers. 
 
Enjoy your summer. If you have questions, please contact me at karino@idyllwildarts.org. 
 
All the best, and enjoy a terrific book over summer. 
 
 
 
Karin Obermeier 
Chair of the Humanities Department 
Idyllwild Arts Academy 
	   	  



12th-‐Grade	  Summer	  Reading	  “Book	  Buffet”	  Assignment:	  Writing	  a	  Book	  Review	  
	  
Your	  assignment	  is	  to	  choose	  one	  of	  the	  books	  from	  the	  “Book	  Buffet”	  list	  (see	  above)	  and	  write	  a	  
book	  review.	  
	  
Here	  are	  some	  descriptions	  of	  what	  a	  book	  review	  is	  and	  why	  you	  write	  one:	  
	  
“A	  critical	  review	  is	  not	  merely	  a	  summary	  of	  the	  book's	  contents	  (though	  that	  may	  be	  included)	  
but	  primarily	  an	  evaluation	  of	  its	  strengths	  and	  weaknesses.	  Nor	  does	  "critical"	  mean	  bad-‐
mouthing	  the	  book;	  it	  means	  you	  must	  decide	  what	  is	  good	  and	  bad	  about	  the	  book	  and	  why.”	  (The	  
Writing	  Centre,	  Queen’s	  University:	  “Writing	  Critical	  Book	  Reviews”)	  
	  
“A	  book	  review	  is	  a	  description,	  critical	  analysis,	  and	  an	  evaluation	  on	  the	  quality,	  meaning,	  and	  
significance	  of	  a	  book,	  not	  a	  retelling”	  	  (Los	  Angeles	  Valley	  College	  Library:	  “How	  to	  Write	  a	  Book	  
Review”)	  
	  
Here	  are	  some	  helpful	  on-‐line	  resources	  that	  give	  you	  strategies	  and	  steps	  to	  help	  you	  in	  writing	  
your	  book	  review:	  
	  
The	  Writing	  Center.	  The	  University	  of	  North	  Carolina	  at	  Chapel	  Hill:	  
http://writingcenter.unc.edu/handouts/book-‐reviews/	  
This	  site	  is	  particularly	  helpful	  in	  giving	  strategies	  to	  help	  you	  make	  an	  assessment	  about	  the	  
book.	  It	  gives	  questions	  to	  answer	  and	  take	  notes	  about	  as	  you	  read,	  a	  format	  that	  will	  help	  you	  
structure	  your	  review,	  as	  well	  as	  examples	  of	  brief	  reviews.	  
	  	  	  
The	  Writing	  Centre.	  Queen’s	  University,	  Ontario	  Canada:	  
http://sass.queensu.ca/writingcentre/wp-‐content/uploads/sites/3/2013/06/Writing-‐Critical-‐
Book-‐Reviews.pdf	  
	  
Book	  Review	  Objectives:	  	  	  

• Read	  a	  book	  and	  offer	  a	  critical	  commentary.	  	  
• Briefly	  summarize	  the	  book’s	  contents.	  If	  it	  is	  a	  work	  of	  fiction,	  give	  information	  on	  

characters,	  setting,	  theme,	  language,	  etc.	  	  Avoid	  a	  detailed	  plot	  summary.	  
• Clearly	  state	  your	  opinion,	  and	  defend	  it.	  
• Make	  a	  recommendation	  to	  a	  potential	  audience.	  

	  
Questions	  to	  Focus	  Your	  Thinking	  &	  Note-‐Taking:	  

• If	  the	  author	  wanted	  you	  to	  get	  one	  idea	  from	  the	  book,	  what	  would	  it	  be?	  	  
• What	  is	  the	  approach	  to	  the	  subject	  or	  topic	  (topical,	  analytical,	  chronological,	  descriptive)?	  
• How	  does	  the	  author	  support	  and	  structure	  her	  argument	  or	  the	  development	  of	  her	  idea?	  
• How	  has	  the	  book	  helped	  you	  understand	  a	  subject	  or	  topic?	  

	  
Guidelines	  for	  Book	  Review:	  (about	  750-‐1000	  words)	  

• Type,	  using	  the	  Humanities	  Dept.	  standard	  format,	  including	  MLA	  for	  citations.	  If	  you	  are	  
unsure	  of	  what	  this	  entails,	  see	  the	  handout	  of	  the	  Humanities	  Department’s	  paper	  
guidelines	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  assignment.	  

• Develop	  a	  thesis	  expressing	  your	  main	  point.	  For a work of fiction, perhaps focus on 
developing the book’s angle, originality, or novelty to create your thesis. 

• Include	  an	  introduction	  (see	  UNC’s	  website	  above)	  for	  what	  this	  should	  include.	  



• Briefly	  summarize	  contents.	  
• Analyze	  and	  evaluate	  your	  book:	  organize	  your	  review	  into	  paragraphs	  that	  deal	  with	  

single	  aspects	  of	  your	  argument.	  Avoid	  excessive	  quotations—use	  your	  own	  words.	  
• Write	  a	  brief	  conclusion	  that	  includes	  a	  recommendation.	  

	  
Your	  book	  review	  is	  due	  on	  the	  1st	  Day	  of	  classes!	  Turn	  it	  in	  to	  your	  History	  teacher	  (or	  English	  
teacher,	  if	  you	  do	  not	  have	  a	  History	  elective	  the	  first	  semester).	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



Appendix	  1	  
	  

MLA Format 
 
When formatting a paper, we will use the MLA style.   
 
In general, your paper should start with a heading: 
 
Sally Sweet 
Molly Newman 
Classics of Western Literature 
18 Sept. 2007 
 

Capitalize Your Title but Do not Underline It 
 
Your text should be 12 point, Times New Roman.  Your margins should be 1”.  You should include a 
title, and your pages should be numbered.   
 
When you are citing from a text, you should first determine whether your quote is short or long.  If it is 
more than four lines typed in the body of your paper, it is considered long.   
 
Quoting a short text:   
When you are quoting a prose passage fewer than four lines, you simply set-up to it and include it in the 
body of your passage.  “Sometimes, when Miss Wilmarth opened the shiny boxes and carefully grouped 
the cards, there would come a curious expression on her face” (Parker 260).  Note: end quotation, 
parenthesis, author’s last name, page number, close citation, punctuation.  
 
Quoting a long text: 
When quoting a section of prose longer than four lines, you should start a new line and indent the entire 
quote 1” or 2 tabs.  Please note that you will not need quotation marks. 
 
Quote set-up: 
 

Oh, don’t keep trying to be brave, child.  Not with me.  Just give in—it 
helps ever so much.  Just tell me all about it.  You know I’ll never say a 
word.  Or at least you ought to know.  When Alice told me that maid of 
yours said you were all tired out and your nerves had gone bad, I naturally 
never said anything.  (Parker 247) 
 

When you begin your analysis, be sure not to indent the next line.   
 
What to do about dialogue? 
 
In a short quote, use a single quotation mark to indicate speech: “‘Why the hell don’t you stay home and 
not go spoiling everybody’s evening?’ he had roared”(Parker 199) 
In a long quote, format the dialogue as it appears in your text, maintaining your 1” indent.  Since your 
don’t put long quotes in quotation marks, use regular quotation marks to indicate dialogue: 

 
“Oh, tomato soup, eh?” he said. 
“Yes,” she answered.  “You like it, don’t you?” 



“Who—me?” he said.  “Oh, yes.  Yes, indeed.” 
She smiled at him. 
“Yes I thought you liked it,” she said. 
“You like it, too, don’t you?” he enquired. 
“Oh, yes,” she assured him.  “Yes, I like it ever so much.  I’m awfully fond of tomato 
soup.”  (Parker 176) 
 

What to do about poetry? 
When quoting poetry, you need to maintain the integrity of the line.  You indicate line breaks differently 
depending on whether the quotation is long or short.  A short quotation is four lines or fewer.  A long 
quotation is more than four lines.   
 
A short quotation is included in the body of your text: “This is the time of year / when almost every 
night / the frail, illegal fire balloons appear” (Bishop 1-3). 
 
Please note that a / indicates a line break.  Your parenthetical citation indicates the line numbers, 
not the page numbers.   
 
A long quotation should be indented one inch or two tabs and should look like it does in the original 
text: 
 

In Just- 
spring         when the world is mud- 
luscious the little 
lame balloonman 
 
whistles      far     and wee  (cummings 1-5) 

 
 
Italicizing versus Quoting: 
The general rule of thumb about titles is that if a work is published on its own, then it gets italicized or 
underlined.  If a work is published as part of a larger work, then it gets quotation marks. 
 
Italicized: novels, plays, films, books of poetry, periodical titles 
Quotation marks: poems, short stories, articles, essays 
 
Your own essay: nothing (unless it’s published) 



Alphabetize your bibliographic entries! 
 
 

Works Cited 
 

"Temperance and Prohibition." Gale Encyclopedia of U.S. History: Government and Politics. Detroit: 
Gale, 2009. Student Resources In Context. Web. 20 Feb. 2013. 

 
"The Daguerreian Era and Early American Photography on Paper, 1839–1860.”  Metmuseum.org.  2012.  

The Metropolitan Museum of Art.  Web.  4 Oct 2012.   
 
 
For websites: 
Last name, first name.  “Title of Article.”  Name of Website.  Date last updated or version number.  

Publisher information or name of site sponsor.  Web.  date you accessed the material.   
 
For books: 
Last name, first name.  Title in Italics.  City where published:  Publisher name, date.   
 
For a work in an anthology: 
Last name, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection. Ed. Editor's Name(s). City of Publication: 

Publisher, Year. Page range of entry. Medium of Publication. 
 
 
Formatting issues: 

1. Use hanging indent.  Under format, go to Paragraph, go to Indentation: special: Hanging. 
 
 
 
	  


