
	
Advanced Literature 
Summer Reading, 2017 
 
	
Welcome	to	Advanced	Literature!		
Attached is your summer reading assignment for the book Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi. 
 
This is a memoir in the form of a graphic novel about a girl growing up in Iran during the 
Revolution of 1979 and the extremist regime that took charge after. It follows her through 
childhood into her young adult years when her parents, fearing for her safety, send her to 
live in Europe.  
 
Your essay responses will be turned in on the first day of class, and we will begin 
discussing it right away. There will also be a test about the book during the first days 
of your return, so please make sure you have read it, completed the work, and are ready 
to discuss it as soon as you come back to Idyllwild Arts Academy. Please note that the 
first question is to be completed before you read the novel.  
 
You will also find an additional Summer Writing Component that is meant to assess your 
writing skills, and give you a chance to show off your writing abilities. Make sure to 
follow the instructions and turn it in with your literature summer reading on the first day 
of class.  
 
If you have any questions over the summer, feel free to email me at 
msandrini@idyllwildarts.org 
 
 
Enjoy the book! 
 
 
 
 
Maygen Sandrini 
ESL Literature Faculty 
msandrini@idyllwildarts.org   
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Persepolis	by	Marjane	Satrapi	

	
	
 
	
BEFORE	READING	THE	NOVEL,	please	write	a	short,	thoughtful	paragraph	about	
the	following	question.	Make	sure	to	include	a	topic	sentence,	and	to	end	with	a	
concluding	sentence.		
 
 
1) Without researching the country, what do you know about Iran and its people?  
(“I don’t really know anything” is not a valid answer. Please write anything you think 
you know, even if they are stereotypes, as this will be helpful for discussion.) 
 
	
	
	

***	
	
	
	
After	finishing	the	novel,	please	write	a	short,	thoughtful	paragraph	for	each	of	the	
following	questions.	Make	sure	to	include	a	topic	sentence,	and	to	end	with	a	
concluding	sentence.		
 
  
2) In the book Persepolis, education, family, American culture, religion-based 
restrictions, and Marjane’s outspoken personality all play major roles in her life. Please 
pick one of these things and write about three different ways this one thing affected 
Marjane. Include an example from the book for each of your three ideas with page 
numbers and, if it applies, quotations using correct MLA format. 
 
 
3) In your opinion, why did the author decide to tell her story as a graphic novel? Why 
not write a traditional memoir? (A novel-like text that might include a small selection of 
photos.) Talk about at least two reasons why you think Marjane Satrapi decided to use the 
graphic novel form.  
	
	
	

Thank	you!	And	remember,	bring	your	answers	to	the		
first	day	of	literature	class!	


