
Humanities Honors Application Process for 2016-2017 

 
The Humanities Department at Idyllwild Arts Academy offers honor courses in 10th grade 
History of Western Civilization and Classics of Western Literature; 11th grade American 
Literature and U.S. History; and 12th grade Government and Economics and Literature of 
Western Thought.  These courses entail a far more rigorous and challenging curriculum than the 
standard courses at these grade levels. The reading assignments are more complex and 
provocative, requiring students to invest more time, critical analysis, and creative energy in the 
study process.  These courses also demand that students consistently write and think with 
increased argumentative sophistication, critical insight, thoughtfulness, and clarity.  In  short, 
they  not  only  provide  greater  depth  of subject matter and more interesting opportunities for 
independent learning, but they also commit the student to a heavier academic workload that 
sometimes impinges upon a student's devotion to the arts.  As you discuss these options with 
your teachers, college counselor, and parents, it is important that you know the requirements for 
all honors classes. 

Students who wish to apply to the Humanities Honors sections for history or English or both, 
must have at least a B+ in their humanities classes.  If you do not have at least a B+ in those 
classes, you are not qualified to be considered for the honors sections. 

The process for applying for honors is two-fold.   

First, you must turn in one graded essay you wrote this year, for either history or English. 
Writing samples must be accompanied by a type-written paragraph-length self-assessment 
explaining how you responded to your teacher’s comments and criticisms of your work.   

Second, you will write an essay addressing the following questions: 

1. Why do you want to be in an honors class? 
2. If you are applying to the English honors section, please respond: Why do you want 

to be in English honors? What will you contribute to class? What have you 
contributed to English class? What interests you about the study of literature? 

3. If you are applying to the history honors section, please respond: Why do you want to 
be in history honors? What have you contributed to history class? What will you 
contribute to history honors?  What interests you about the study of history? 

The completed application essay, the sample of your graded writing and your self-assessment are 
all due to your Humanities teacher by May 5. The Humanities faculty will review all applicants 
in regards to their academic work ethic, class participation, reading and writing skills, and 
intellectual curiosity, as well as the application packet. 

We will notify all of you of our decision before the end of the school year. Please know that each 
honors class will have additional summer reading and written responses. 

If you have any questions please contact John Goulding, Chair of Humanities at 
jgoulding@idyllwildarts.org 


