Idyllwild Arts:  A Brief History

The Idyllwild Arts Foundation, located in the San Jacinto Mountains, approximately 110 miles southeast of Los Angeles, was incorporated in 1946 “for the purpose of promoting and advancing artistic and cultural development in Southern California and primarily for the advancement of instruction in music and the arts.”  Founders Dr. Max Krone and his wife Beatrice were visionaries with a dream of a secluded place where people of all backgrounds could come together to experience the arts.  After incorporation, they purchased acreage in the scenic San Jacinto Mountains on which to build a campus for the Idyllwild School of Music and the Arts, know by its acronym, ISOMATA.  

Dr. Krone described the birth of the idea:  “The idea of a school of music and the arts in Idyllwild was a natural outgrowth of our love for the Idyllwild valley from the first day we visited it, Labor Day, 1941, and bought a cabin on Marion View Drive.  Frequently, as we sat on the porch overlooking the valley, we spoke of what a perfect spot it was for teaching, studying and creative work in the arts.…According to our way of thinking, the arts provide the best common ground for friendly cooperation among the peoples of the world.  In our arts we express the same hopes and fears, our joys and sorrows, our longings and aspiration, our daily experiences-all of those things that mean the most to us.  The arts provide a common language we can all understand no matter in what tongue the words may be expressed.”

In 1950, the first summer program in the arts opened with approximately one hundred adult students.  Over the years, classes for children, teenagers and families were added in nearly every aspect of the visual and performing arts as ISOMATA’s enrollment and facilities expanded.  In 1964, the school was given to the University of Southern California under the terms of an agreement between the University and the Foundation.  In 1983, the Foundation exercised its option to resume independent management and secured sole ownership of the school.  After just a few years of summer operation and study, the Foundation established, in 1986, the Idyllwild Arts Academy as the first independent, boarding high school for the arts in the western US.    

The Idyllwild Arts Foundation of the 21st Century has grown in size and scope as its two programs flourished.  The Academy enrolls 275 students from around the world to major in music, dance, theatre, visual arts, creative writing, moving pictures and interdisciplinary arts.  The Summer Program offers more than 100 different courses over nine weeks to 1800 students of all ages and abilities in every area of the arts.  Both programs are committed to accessibility and provide significant financial aid to deserving students.  The new name of the institution, IDYLLWILD ARTS, reflects the commonality of purpose in the Idyllwild Arts Foundation, the Idyllwild Arts Academy, and the Idyllwild Arts Summer Program. 
For specific questions and inquiries, please refer to our website at www.idyllwildarts.org 
The Mission of the Idyllwild Arts Foundation is to promote and advance artistic and cultural development through education in a beautiful, natural environment conducive to positive personal growth.  

The Idyllwild Arts Academy provides pre-professional training in the arts and a comprehensive college preparatory curriculum to a diverse student body of gifted young artists from all over the world.  

The Idyllwild Arts Summer Program provides arts instruction and experiences of the highest caliber to a diverse student population of all ages and abilities.  

